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DIOEST: 

P r o t e s t e r s  have  c o n s t r u c t i v e  n o t i c e  o f  GAO's 
B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  s i n c e  t h e y  are 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  and Code 
of F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  and c a n n o t  re ly  on 
t h e i r  a l l e g e d  unawareness  of t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  
or t h e  a l l e g e d l y  e r r o n e o u s  a d v i c e  of con- 
t r a c t i n g  p e r s o n n e l  to e x c u s e  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  
comply w i t h  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s '  t i m e l i n e s s  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

e 

S t a r c k  Van L i n e s  of Columbus, I n c .  r e q u e s t s  re- 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of o u r  d e c i s i o n  B-211361, May 6, 1983, 
83-1 CPD , d i s m i s s i n g  its protest under  A i r  Fo rce  
i n v i t a t i o x r  b i d s  N o .  F33601-83-B-0007 as untimely.  
The protester had f a i l e d  to f i l e  t h e  protest  w i t h  t h i s  
O f f i c e  w i t h i n  1 0  working d a y s  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  formal 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  act ion o n  a n  i n i t i a l  
protest  f i l e d  with.  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency. As i ts  b a s i s  
for r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  S t a r c k  compla ins  t h a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
d i d  n o t  n o t i f y  b i d d e r s  of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  forum 
fo r  protest ,  and t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  d i d  n o t  
a d v i s e  S t a r c k  of o u r  review f u n c t i o n  when s h e  d e n i e d  t h e  
f i r m ' s  protest. The protester also alleges t h a t  t h e  
c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  l e d  i t  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it c o u l d  n o t  
p r o t e s t  t o  o u r  O f f i c e  u n t i l  a f t e r  an  award d e c i s i o n  was 
made. S t a r c k  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e s  u s  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e  merits of 
its compla in t .  

S i n c e  o u r  B id  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  which s e t  f o r t h  o u r  
t i m e l i n e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  have been p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Reg i s t e r  ( a t  40  Fed. Reg. 17979 (19751, as amended by 48 
Fed. Reg. 1931  ( 1 9 8 3 ) )  and  t h e  Code of F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  
( a t  4 C.F.R. p a r t  2 1  (1983)), under  t h e  l a w  t h e  publ ic  is 
on c o n s t r u c t i v e  no t ice  o f  t h e i r  c o n t e n t s .  Wahl C l i p p e r  
Corporat ion, 'B-207064,  J u n e  1, 1982, 82-1 CPD 512. P o t e n -  
t i a l  protesters t h e r e f o r e  have f a i r  n o t i c e  o f  o u r  f i l i n g  - 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  see Coven t ry  Manufac tur ing  Company, ~ n c . ,  
B-201626, A p r i l l ,  1981,  81-1 CPD 304, and c a n n o t  r e l y  on  
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their alleged unawareness of our procedures or on the 
allegedly erroneous advice of contracting personnel to 
excuse the failure to comply with the timeliness rules. 
Impact Instrumentation, 1nc.--Reconsideration, B-198704, 
October 3, 1980, 80-2 CPD 239. 

The prior decision therefore is affirmed. 

of the United States 
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